AJIL.T.C,J.8.
8t. Michael's Convent
Bernharts
Reading, Pa.

Mareh 8, 1980
Dear Sisters:

This evening our dear Sister M. Hildegardis departed this life for her
true home in Heaven. Peacefully she fell asleep in the Lord while the priest
and the Sisters prayed at her bedsida.

Sister M. Hildegardis was in her TOth year; her strength was all spent
in the service of the sick and aged. She worked the last 23 years of her 1ife
in the Home of the Knights of St. George, Wellsburg, §. Va. lHow many old people
did she prepars for a hely deasth in these years! She herself kept at her post
until gshe was literally worn out and completely spent. A few weeks before
Christmas she was foreed to give up her activity. All endeavors of the doctors
and Sisters to make her well again feiled. 1In January she reeeiwed Extreme
Unction after which she somewhat rallied new strength, at least enough to worrent
a transfer by smbulence to St. Micheel's. After sbout two weeks her strength
feiled visibly. Strengthened by Holy Viatioum end Extreme Unction she awaited
death quietly and prayerfully. On Wednesday she became unconscioua. Rev, Father
stayed with her for a while praying with the Sisters. Fifteen minutes before her
death he gave her once more General Absclutien. So we may hope thet her soul was
well prepared to meet a merciful Judge in the loving Heart of our Savior whom she
had served in our community and in the care of the sick end aged for 48 years.

Sister M. Hildegardis, Elizabeth Ostkemp, was one of the oldest members of
our comminity. Born et Oelde, in fusust 1880, she entered at Hiltrup in 1902;
made her vows in dus time and 1910 was sent te Ameriocm. Here she prepared for
mursing in the Sacred Heart Hospital, Allentown, Pa., where she remained until
1927. The rest of her life was spenmt in Wellsburg. Sister M. Hildegardis wes
an efficient and devoted nurse, giving her best to the sick and infirm and help-
less old people, always solicitous for thelr epiritual‘welfare and a good pre-
peration for a happy death. She had great oconfidence in St. Joseph as her helper
in this care. It seems that good St. Joseph came for her in the month and on
the day dedicated to him. Let us, therefore, ask him especially in the coming
Novene to obtain for our dear Sister M, Hildegardis the joys and bliss of Heaven.

Faithfully yours in Corde Jesu,
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